JETTER  FROM   COURT

to be consonant to the mutual relation and actual engagements subsisting
between the Company and him.
49.    The imprisonment of his person  in  the midst of his counin,
\vhich for time immemorial has been the residence of the most respectable
persons of Hindostan, thereby disgracing him in the eyes of his subjects
and others was  unwarrantable  and highly impolitic,  and   ma}   tend  to
weaken the confidence which the native princes of India ought to have
in the justice and moderation of the Company's Government
50.    The resolutions of the Court of Diicctois on yom   proceedings
relative to Cheyt Sing are as follow:
"That it appears to this Court that on the death of Sujah
Dowlah in 1775, a treaty was made by his successor b\ which the
zemindarry of Benaris, with its dependencies, was ceded in perpetuity
to the East India Company".
"That it appears to this Court that Rajah Cheit Sing was
confirmed by the Governor General and Council of Bengal in the
management of the said zemindary (subject to the sovereignty of the
Company) on his paying a certain tribute, which was settled at sicca
rupees 22,66,180, and that the Bengal Government pledged itself that
the free and uncontrouled possession of the zemindarry of Bcnaris
and its dependencies should be confirmed and guaranteed to the
Rajah and his heirs for ever, subject to such tribute; and that no
other demand should be made upon him, nor any kind of authority
or jurisdiction exercised within the dominions assigned him, so long
as he adhered to the terms of his engagements ".
"That it appears to this Court that the Governor General and
Council did, on the 5th July 1775, recommend to Rajah Client Sing
to keep up a body of 2000 horse, but at the same time declared there
should be no obligation on him to do it".
" That it appears to this Court that Rajah Cheyt Sing performed
his engagements with the Company in the regular payment of his
tribute of sicca rupees 22,66,180 ".
" That it appears to this Court that the conduct of the Governor
General towards the Rajah, whilst he was at Benaris, was improper;
and that the imprisonment of his person, thereby disgracing him in
the eyes of his subjects and others, was unwarrantable and highly
impolitic, and may tend to weaken the confidence which the native
princes of India ought to have in the justice and moderation of the
Company's Government".
51. Such further resolutions as we may think proper to come to on
this very important subject will be communicated to you by a future
conveyance; but we cannot avoid remarking that by the Governor General's
last narrative the real object of his journey to Benares was to exact from
Cheyt Sing 40 or 50 lacks of rupees, or to remove him from his zemindarry,
as appears by a confidential conversation which passed between the